Violence against women: the role of orthopaedic nurses in the identification, assessment, treatment, and care for the abused woman.
Violence against women is a significant public health problem that affects women of all age groups across the life span. This article presents a review of domestic violence against women and outlines the role of orthopaedic nurses in the identification, assessment, treatment, and care of women patients with injuries or medical problems sustained as a result of domestic abuse from an intimate other. Key interventions for the treatment and care of abused women include (a) acknowledging the abuse, (b) discussing safety planning, (c) discussing the pattern of abuse, (d) anticipating and respecting the partial denial, (e) reassuring the woman that abuse is not her fault; (f) informing the woman that no one deserves to be abused, (g) telling the woman gently that help is available, (h) reminding the woman that domestic violence is a crime, (i) referring to community resources, and (j) allowing the woman to decide which support services and options are safe for her situation.